
Writing a Paper and Getting it 

Noticed

Nicholas Pak

n.pak@elsevier.com

Elsevier Singapore

mailto:n.pak@elsevier.com


Agenda

1. How to Read and Write Better

2. Sharing Your Publication

3. Tracking Your Author Profile 

▪ h-index

▪ OrcID

▪ Scopus Author Profile

4. Bibliometrics Analysis (CiteScore, 
SJR)

5. Altmetrics Analysis



How to Read and Write Better: 
ScienceDirect
Unmitigated and seamless access to 
data and peer-reviewed scholarly 
information to move research forward



Building knowledge should be seamless

ScienceDirect uniquely offers cross-links and advanced technology, 

enabling researchers to find relevant information at their point of need. The 

different content types work in harmony on ScienceDirect to deliver the best 

source of knowledge, no matter what research stage a user is at.

Major Reference Works

Provides foundational information 

that opens up a fundamental 

overview of the existing body of 

knowledge.

Journals

Brings new cutting-edge findings 

to your research.

eBooks / Monographs

Presents sustained 

arguments that broaden 

the sphere of investigation 

and open up new paths of 

inquiry.
Serials / Series and 

Handbooks
Offers a fresh and in-

depth perspective on the 

current state of research 

that uses the latest 

scholarship.

Science Direct Topics

Authoritative introductory 

overviews of topics to help 

researchers uncover critical and 

contextual information. 



Dedicated teams from technology, to publishing and customer support 

enable access to qualitative research to constantly improve outcomes    

ScienceDirect development for 
access and reading experience

(In the last 365 days there 
were 25,000 releases and 

platform uptime was at  
99.82%)

Managing article and 
chapter submissions

(2 million/year via Evise
and ESS )

Ensuring quality standards 
through peer review

(Promoting 2.5 million authors, 
enabling 1 million reviewers)

Promotion, training and 
dissemination

(˜1 billion downloads/year) Production and publication

(500,000 articles were 
published on ScienceDirect 

in 2019 and made 
discoverable through search 

engine marketing)

Manuscript editing

(>7 million author/publisher 
communications per year)



Researchers, students and authors can rely on critical searching and 
filtering through authoritative content directly on SD 

• Multiple search fields and filters can be applied for 

more advanced searches

• Suggested publications

• Filter for Open access and open archive content

• A warning message will pop up when the search 

string yields null results, prompting the user to 

adjust their query 

• Journals accepting submission



Access ScienceDirect via topic pages, delivering free, critical and contextual 

information at the time of need

Using artificial intelligence, machine learning 

algorithms and natural language processing 

tools, topic pages builds a bridge between book 

and journal content to surface comprehensive, 

interdisciplinary knowledge that answers research 

questions, deepens users’ understanding of a 

specific topic and fosters getting up to speed

• 329,000+ pages across 20 subject areas, 

hyperlinked from 4.8 million journal articles

• Over 13 million visits per month, 2nd most 

visited after article pages

• Over 40% of visits come from a mobile device



‘I want to understand unfamiliar terms and concepts’ 

8



ScienceDirect Topics deliver students and researchers contextual 

information at the time of need
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Make serendipitous discoveries with personalized recommendations, 

delivered to researchers’ inbox 

Once a researcher is registered and signed-in to 

ScienceDirect, our adaptive algorithms look for 

patterns in usage to understand the user’s 

research interests. The more frequent sign-ins, 

the more relevant the recommendations are.

Sifting through over 18 million articles from our 

2,500 journals and 39,000 books and 

reference content

2 million recommendations emails per month 

sent per quarter, using machine learning 

algorithms

Every week, 1 in 4 researchers receives a 

recommendation they will want to read

“This morning’s 
recommendation 
was relevant to my 
lecture last week, so 
we were able to start 
class by reviewing 
and adding a new 
perspective.”

Sarah Longwell 
Faculty



Sharing Your Publication



How Does it Work

▪ You can find out from the guide for authors if the journal of 

your choice offers Share Links. You will automatically receive 

the Share Link at the final citable publication stage of your 

article via email.

▪ If several authors are listed, the named corresponding author 

will receive the Share Link, which can then be shared with co-

authors.

▪ If co-author information is provided at the time of submission, 

they will also automatically receive a notification with the 

article's Share Link.

▪ After 50 days the Share Link will still work but automatically 

revert to a link to your full text article.



Share Link

A Share Link for authors is a personal, customized short link 

(http://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/share-link) that you will receive after final 

publication of your article, providing 50 days free access to your newly-published article on 

ScienceDirect to anyone clicking on the link. 

What are the benefits?

Authors get 50 days free access to both the HTML and PDF version of their own article.

By sharing the link via their own social media accounts and email, authors can generate extra 

interest in their article.

The process is simple for the author and their connections – if they click on the link during the 

50-day free access period, no registration is required.

The article becomes more visible, which has the potential to increase downloads and 

citations.

http://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/share-link


The Impact of Share Link

Researchers are actively using Share Links to promote their work:

▪ Over a million articles received a Share Link since January 2015

▪ On average, there are five clicks per Share Link

▪ Since September 2017, co-authors also receive a Share Link, tripling the number of Share 

Links issued per article

▪ Social media is the preferred platform for readers, with over half of readers clicking on a 

Share Link on a social network

▪ Facebook is by far the most popular, with more than 80% of all social media referrals 

coming from the site





Author Profiles



Scopus is a source-neutral abstract and citation database curated by 

independent subject matter experts

Scopus places powerful discovery and analytics tools in the hands of 

researchers, librarians, institutional research managers and funders.

7,000+
Publishers

25,750+

Serial titles

250,000+

Books

81 million
Items

16 million
Author profiles

~70,000
Affiliation profiles

1.7 billion cited references

dating back to 1970

Identify and analyze which 

journals to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has been 

published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas



Author Profiles



Topics



Author Profiles



Scopus Journal Metrics



Journal Metrics in Scopus
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SJR
• SJR = SCImago Journal Rank

• A prestige metric that can be 

applied to journals, book series 

and conference proceedings. 

• With SJR, the subject field, 

quality and reputation of the 

journal have a direct effect on 

the value of a citation. 

• Readily understandable scoring 

scale with an average of 1 for 

easy comparison 

SNIP
• SNIP = Sourced Normalized 

Impact per Paper

• Measures contextual citation 

impact by weighting citations 

based on the total number of 

citations in a subject field. 

• The impact of a single citation is 

given higher value in subject areas 

where citations are less likely, and 

vice versa.

CiteScore™
• A metric that gives a more 

comprehensive, transparent and 

current view of a journal’s impact. 

• A 4 year citation window

• Calculated using data from Scopus, 

CiteScore metrics help validate citations 

received by journals and proceedings, 

and empower users with information to 

make well-informed decisions regarding 

where to publish. 



CiteScore 2019
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CiteScore provides greater clarity, currency & 

comprehensiveness 
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Scimago Journal Ranking 

Source: https://www.scimagojr.com/files/SJR2.pdf

• SJR uses Scopus as the data source for the development of the SJR indicator because it best represents the overall structure of world 

science at a global scale

• SJR looks at the prestige of a journal, as indicated by considering the sources of citations to it, rather than its popularity as measured 

simply by counting all citations equally

• Each citation received by a journal is assigned a weight based on the SJR of the citing journal. A citation from a journal with a high SJR 

value is worth more than a citation from a journal with a low SJR value

• Citations coming from highly important journals will be more valuable and hence will provide more prestige to the journals receiving them

• SJR normalizes for differences in citation behaviour between subject fields

Life Sciences journal

High impact, many citations

One citation represents lower value

Arts & Humanities journal

Low impact, few on citations

One citation represents higher value

https://www.scimagojr.com/files/SJR2.pdf








CiteScore Publication by year



SJR – SCIMago Journal Rank



SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per Paper



Citations



Documents



Percent not Cited



Percentage Review Articles



How to Identify which Journals are 
in Scopus 



Scopus Source List
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What happens with journals for which the decision is made to discontinue?

• The publisher is informed of the decision by the Scopus team.

• No new content is added to Scopus (exception for journals that are flagged because of publication 
concerns, because these journals are put on hold during the review process).

• Content already indexed remains as a matter of scientific record and to ensure stability and consistency of 
research trend analytics.

• In exceptional cases of proven severe unethical publication practice, content already indexed in Scopus 
may be removed.

• CiteScore will not be given for discontinued titles.An overview of all discontinued journals, including the last content indexed in Scopus, is available in the 
Discontinued Sources List on https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-works/content

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-works/content


Ask colleagues and  

peers for their  

recommendations

Gain insight from a  

supervisor, mentor  

and authors you read

Book a  

consultation with  

a librarian

Finding a journal
Start the search by consulting (and extending) yournetwork:



Finding a journal
Continue online searching scholarlyresources:

Note the journals  

referenced in the  

bibliography of key  

papers in your field

Search for authors  

in your field and  

discover where they  

are publishing

Look at where  

the articles you  

have cited  

were published



What is your Do you want or Are you seeking Do you want to Are you publishing
manuscript format, need to publish a title with a publish with a research data

e.g., original open access? multidisciplinary/ specific publisher? or other outputs

research article interdisciplinary alongside the

or review? focus? article?

“
Finding a journal
When you search for a journal, you will want toconsider: “Begin with the end in mind.”

—Stephen Covey, The 7 Habits of Highly

Effective People



Don’t submit without checking the journal’s aims  

and scope. A key reason editors immediately  

reject manuscripts is that the paper is a poor fit  

for that journal.

Do research the journal’s aims and scope on the  

journal information page, usually found on the  

publisher’s website (more details may be  

available in the journal’s author guidelines). Also  

look at recent articles. Based on this information,  

assess whether your paper is a good fit.

Journal
scope
Question 1: Is the manuscript the right fit for thejournal?

4

2



Investigate the journal to discover:

• Subject areas covered

• Type of articles considered

• Disciplines covered

• Whether supplemental files are welcome

• Regional or global reach

Journal
scope
Question 1: Is the manuscript the right fit for thejournal?

4

3



Journal
scope

Select titles that publish the  

components of your study as  

separate standalone articles  

or create video articles.

Share 3D visualizations  

of your scientific models  

or publish the data  

underlying your study.

Choose journals that publish sound rather than  

novel science, or titles that accept submissions  

from all disciplines, or focus on those with a  

multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary approach.

Question 1: Is the manuscript the right fit for thejournal?

Trends

In recent years, new forms of articles have emerged, often alongside journals specifically  

developed to publish them. Journals are now available that publish descriptions of your data,  

methods, hardware or software to enhance reproducibility.

You can now

4

4



Don’t forget to investigate institutional or  

funder requirements regarding publication.  

Failure to comply could jeopardize future  

funding or collaboration opportunities.

Do ensure the journal aligns with the funder or  

institutional requirements regarding publication.  

The journal information page will explainoptions  

around open access, data publication and use  

of persistent identifiers. Also, publisher websites  

will often provide information on how to comply  

with specific funding body mandates.

Journal
scope
Question 2: Are there any funder/institutional mandates toconsider?

4
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Don’t publish in journals  

that aren’t reaching the  

audiences who can  

benefit from your work.

Do check the journal’s aims andscope  

for information on readership. In the  

case of Elsevier, selected journals  

display a map showing where, and  

how often, the journal content has  

been downloaded. These maps are  

accessible via the Journal Insights link  

on the journal information page.

Do check whether colleagues  

and mentors read and  

recommend the journal. Find out  

if the journal’s papers are  

indexed in databases relevant to  

your subject area, e.g., PubMed  

in the case of life science and  

biomedical research.

Journal
scope
Question 3: Is the journal read in the communities you want toreach?

4
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Don’t submit to a journal extremely unlikely to  

accept your paper, especially if quick publication is  

a priority. You lose the time spent submitting and  

waiting for editor and reviewer comments. If you  

receive constructive comments upon rejection, be  

sure to incorporate them before submitting to anew  

journal.

Do look for the acceptance/rejection rate and  

then factor it into your decision-making  

process. Not all journals may offer this  

information. This can be found for Elsevier  

journals within the Elsevier JournalFinder.

Journal
scope
Question 4: Is there a reasonable chance ofacceptance?

4
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Journal
scope

TIP

It can be tempting to submit to the journal with the highest impactmetrics,  

or the most recognized name in the field. However, these often have the  

highest rejection rates. That doesn’t mean your manuscript won’t be  

accepted — just that it’s probably only worth submitting if it meets all the  

journal’s criteria.

Question 4: Is there a reasonable chance ofacceptance?

4
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Don’t rely solely on the journal’s claim to be

listed in databases. Predatory journals may

make false claims.

Do search for the journal in a scholarlydatabase  

that has a rigorous selection process, such as  

Scopus or Web of Science.

Journal
quality
Question 5: Is the journal indexed by relevant databases?

4
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Journal
quality
Question 5: Is the journal indexed by relevant databases?

Note

If it’s a new journal, there may be  

a time lapse before it’s included  

in databases.

They are then assessed against

14 quantitative and qualitative selection  

criteria that look at journal policy,

quality of content, journal standing,  

regularity and online availability.

• Peer review

• English abstracts

• Regular publication (i.e., an ISSN)

• Roman script references

• A publishing ethics statement

TIP Listed in tools and databases

Check whether the journal is listed in a database with a journal review process. For example, all journals listed

in Scopus are reviewed by an independent Content Selection and Advisory Board (CSAB), comprising subject

experts from around the world.

For inclusion in Scopus, journals must have

5

0



Don’t rely solely upon one number or type of

metric when deciding where to publish.

Do search within an abstract and citation  

database such as Scopus that allows you to  

find and compare journals based onseveral  

citation metrics.

Knowing how the journal content has previously performed can help you understand its reach and impact.

Journal
quality
Question 6: What do the metricsreveal?

5
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Journal
quality
Question 6: What do the metrics reveal?

Trends

The San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) and other initiatives have recommended a  

reduced focus on the Impact Factor. Alternative approaches include the NIH’s Relative Citation Ratio and Elsevier’s  

CiteScore (both launched in 2016).

In 2017, R-factors were proposed to highlight the successful reproducibility of a study. While these, and the  

attention metrics offered by Plum Analytics, Newsflo and Altmetric.com, are gaining in popularity, the hunt is still on  

for a metric that measures not just attention, but the sentiment behind it. The ability to measure societal impact is  

another key goal. In addition, some believe new metrics measuring openness, data quality and collaboration are  

required.

5

2



Journal
ethics
Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

• “There is no universally agreed definition of a predatory journal or publisher.

• However, organizations like the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and the

• World Association of Medical Editors (WAME) define global publication ethics  standards 

predatory journals do not meet those standards.”

—Karen Holland, Prof. Peter Brimblecombe, Dr. Wim Meester and SusanneSteiginga,

The importance of high-quality content: curation and reevaluation inScopus

“

5

3



Publishing in a predatory journal  

can have negative consequences:

Your article is not perceived as meeting a  

quality standard because it lacks peer  

review.

Article processing charges (APCs)  

provided by your funder or institution are  

lost, potentially impacting future grant or  

career progression opportunities.

The reach of your work could be limited if  

the journal is not indexed in leading  

databases, and the work itself may be lost  

if it’s not archived correctly.

Don’t ignore the warning signs of a predatory journal, which may

include one or more of the following:

1. It actively and aggressively solicits submissions, often for a fee.

2. The “call for paper” emails contain spelling and grammarmistakes.

3. It has a short publication history, e.g., four issues or fewer, even

though the journal has existed for several years.

4. Its scope is very broad, or the content published doesn’t matchits  

stated aims and scope.

5. It offers rapid publication (e.g., within 48 hours).

Journal
ethics
Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

5

4



Do use the following checklist of questions to determine whether a journal is reputable. And check with a  

librarian if you have any questions.

❑ Is it listed in the relevant journal finder tools and databases?

❑ Is it enrolled in COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics)?

❑ Can you tell who owns the journal?

❑ Is the journal published by a well-known, reputable society,  

academic press or publishing house?

❑ Is it clear who the editor(s) and editorial board are?

❑ Does it perform some form of peer review?

❑ Are APCs and the timing of fees clear?

❑ Does the publisher provide details about open access  

licenses and their associated conditions?

Journal
ethics
Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

5
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TIP Committee on Publication Ethics

Most reputable publishers enroll their journals in COPE. This information is usually visible on the publisher website —

COPE membership provides editors and authors with the reassurance that comprehensive publishing and research  

ethics guidelines will be followed. (COPE has a new rule that journals can’t be approved for membership until they are  

at least a year old, so a brand new journal may be reputable but just not eligible for membershipyet.)

Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

Journal
ethics

5

6



TIP Journal management

Check the address and contact  

details for the publisher and  

ensure they sound plausible,  

e.g., no mobile phone numbers  

or obvious residential addresses.

Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

Be careful if the editor and  

publisher is the same person  

as this can be a warning sign,  

although it doesn’t always  

mean the journal is suspect.

If you aren’t familiar with the editor or members  

of the editorial board, verify that they exist. If their  

participation seems unlikely, check their bios on  

their institution or personal websites to see if they  

mention their editorial role for that journal.

Journal
ethics

5

7



TIP Peer review

Peer review is regarded as the cornerstone of scholarly publishing

— a valuable stamp of approval for a published manuscript. If a  

journal’s submission to publication time is measured in hours or  

days, or the APC is payable up front, the journal is unlikely tooffer  

robust peer review. A reputable journal is open about its peer  

review process, describing whether it’s single or double blind, pre-

or post-publication, etc.

Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

Journal
ethics

5
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Question 7: Is the journal reputable?

APCs and licenses for publishing open access

Find out what article publishing charges (APCs) are typical by checking publishers’ pricing information to publish open  

access. If there is a request to pay up front, be cautious: reputable open access journals only invoice if an article is  

accepted for publication.

It should be easy to find details about the open access license options and their associated conditions — they are  

generally featured on the journal’s information page or in the author guidelines. Many publishers offer one or more of  

the licenses developed by the non-profit organization Creative Commons. These licenses are usually recognizable by  

the prefix CC BY.

Journal
ethics

5

9



Scopus Article Level Metrics



PlumX Metrics are comprehensive, item-level metrics that provide insights into the 

ways people interact with individual pieces of research output: 

• Visualizes scholarly engagement

• Includes 5 categories of metrics

• Designed to communicate engagement without a score 

PlumX in Scopus:

USAGE
(clicks, downloads, views, 

library holdings, video plays)

CAPTURES
(bookmarks, code forks, favorites, 

readers, watchers)

MENTIONS
(blog posts, comments, 

reviews, Wikipedia 

links)

SOCIAL MEDIA
(+1s, likes, shares, tweets)

CITATIONS
(citation indexes, patent 

citations, clinical 

citations)

Metrics 

Categories

Scopus Article Level Metrics



Scopus 
Article 
Level 
Metrics



Appendix



Author Profiles in Scopus

Every author which has a paper 
indexed in Scopus, has an 
author profile.

An algorithm identifies all 
papers written by authors based 
on combination of author name, 
affiliation and subject area. 

Scopus author profiles are the 
most complete and precise in 
the industry, scaled across the 
database, so that everyone has 
a profile!

Authors can refine their profile, 
using the Institutional Profile 
Wizard. All changes made in 
IPW are processed very quickly.



Institutional Profiles in Scopus

Each institution has an institutional profile in Scopus.

An algorithm identifies all papers written by authors affiliated by an 
institution, based on the "affiliation" field of the paper, and sorts them 
into one profile.

All the different ways an institution's name is represnted in papers (known 
as name variants) are mapped to an institution, for example "Chiang Mai 
University" and "Chaing Mai U." And "University of Chiang Mai" etc.

Management of University can ask us for access to the Institutional 
Profile Wizard which allows them to make modifications to the profile, if 
so desired.



Stay updated: Scopus Blog & Twitter
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Library Connect

67

Published 10 times a year in electronic format, the Library Connect Newsletter 

covers library and information science best practices, issues, technology and trends. 

Library Connect is a global program from Elsevier for academic, medical, corporate 

and government librarians. The program includes a free newsletter and other 

resources, such as webinars, live regional events, and interactive forums including 

Facebook and Twitter. There are more than 50,000 subscribers in 175 countries to 

Library Connect webinars and the newsletter. 

https://libraryconnect.elsevier.com/



Elsevier Journal Finder helps is a free resource which allows researchers to find journals that could be best suited for 

publishing your scientific article. 

Powered by the Elsevier Fingerprint Engine™ (https://journalfinder.elsevier.com), Journal Finder uses smart search 

technology and field-of-research specific vocabularies to match your article to Elsevier journals. 

Elsevier Journal Finder



Your paper title

Your abstract

Keywords associated with 

the research

Select from drop down menu



Refine your search

Sort the results

Click to see detail

Citescore, IF, acceptance 

rate, time to 1st decision, 

and time to publication



Researcher Academy

Elsevier Researcher Academy is an online platform which takes you through the 
different phases of the research cycle – from the beginnings of research 
preparation, through the publishing process, all the way to demonstrating impact.. 

▪ Prepares PhDs and Postdocs for their careers – either inside or outside of 
academia

▪ Helps researchers attain funding for their research

▪ Facilitates more researchers’ papers being accepted in top journals

▪ A completely free service, providing support throughout the entire research 
cycle

https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/
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Researcher Academy
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGRXuQgVKjEhFBEjiS4E27

UFh1KPJk8uKALTspnG_qhOPI8Q/viewform

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeGRXuQgVKjEhFBEjiS4E27UFh1KPJk8uKALTspnG_qhOPI8Q%2Fviewform&data=04%7C01%7Cn.pak%40elsevier.com%7Cfb2145de4ab7459c10ec08d940ea736c%7C9274ee3f94254109a27f9fb15c10675d%7C0%7C0%7C637612198552319318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7wfwDLD%2BsGhE1LLluNXX5ijLOqnoo3jt%2FXTfMXMcQhk%3D&reserved=0


Thank you
Survey: https://bit.ly/36ewwqz

Code: WVEQAG

https://bit.ly/36ewwqz

